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Another valuable work which Mr. Rice compiled and published
for the Government of Mysore was the Mysore Gazetteer, prepared
on the model of the Imperial Gazetteer of India. Among the articles
contributed to the first volume in 1897 were some from Mr. Rice's
pen giving a very interesting though brief account of the history of
the Karnata and its culture. The information collected by him
about the antiquities of various places in Mysore and their traditions
was embodied in the notes on the respective places, and hence Mr.
Rice's Gazetteer is a mine of information. His notes on the archi-
tectural monuments of the State were brief; but in the case of some
of the most important monuments, he called the attention of the
State Government to such immediate action as was necessary to save
them from ruin. On his recommendation the ruined Vimana tower
of the Belur temple was removed, at Halebid the yard of the
Hoysalesvara temple was cleared, the renovation of Kedaresvara
temple of Halebid was approved, and protective pavilions were put
up over the inscriptions of Asoka. To Mr. Rice the Mysore State
owes the important place it has gained in Indian archaeology.

The successor of Mr. Rice as head of the Archaeological Depart-
ment from 1906 was his assistant, Mr. R. Narasimhachar, who was a
great scholar in Kannada and Tamil. His first love was, of course,
Kannada literature, and his studies resulted in the publication of
three remarkable volumes describing in Kannada the chronology
and literary contributions of more than 1,000 Kannada authors. No
other Indian language except Sanskrit has a history of its literature
written with the accuracy and comprehensiveness of Kannada. He
was also responsible for getting a large number of rare manuscripts
copied and deposited in the Oriental Library. Next to literature,
Mr. Narasimhachar's attention was given to the collection and
study of inscriptions. He revised the readings of Mr. Rice in the
case of hundreds of inscriptions, and discovered the existence of